
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 4 December 2013] 

 p7301b-7302a 
Mr Roger Cook; Dr Kim Hames 

 [1] 

PATIENT ASSISTED TRAVEL SCHEME  

1457. Mr R.H. Cook to the Minister for Health: 

I refer to the Patient Assisted Travel Scheme (PATS) over the 2012–2013 financial year, and ask: 

(a) how much money has been spent by the State government in total on PATS claims; 

(b) what was the total number of PATS claims (including PATS claims for interstate travel) that were 
approved; 

(c) how many of these claims were for intrastate travel, and how many were for interstate travel; 
(d) can the Minister provide a breakdown of the number of approved PATS claims by region for the last 

financial year; 
(e) what was the average amount received per PATS claim; 
(f) what was the maximum amount payable per PATS claim towards paid overnight accommodation (per 

night); 
(g) what was the average amount reimbursed per PATS claim towards paid overnight accommodation (per 

night); 
(h) what was the average actual, or costs paid by patients for paid overnight accommodation (per night); 

(i) what was the maximum amount payable for any individual PATS claim towards transport costs; 

(j) what is the average amount reimbursed per PATS claim towards transport; and 

(k) what was the average actual costs paid by patients for transport per PATS claim? 

Dr K.D. Hames replied: 
(a)  $33.2 million. 

(b)  79,114. 

(c)  A total of 78,884 intrastate trips and 230 interstate trips. 

(d) 
Region 2012/13 Trips 2012/13 Expenditure 
Goldfields 8,601 $4,190,552 
Great Southern 11,727 $3,096,376 
Kimberley 7,350 $9,299,204 
Midwest 14,471 $5,319,379 
Pilbara 6,597 $8,480,924 
Wheatbelt 16,408 $1,492,920 
South West 12,740 $1,357,748 
Peel 1,220 $33,183 
Total 79,114 $33,270,286 

(e)  $420. 

(f)  The maximum amount payable per PATS claim for accommodation subsidy is as follows: 

Private home accommodation: $20 per night for an eligible applicant or $40 per night for an applicant 
travelling with an approved escort. 

Commercial accommodation: up to $60 per night for an eligible applicant or up to $75 per night for an 
eligible applicant travelling with an approved escort.  

The accommodation subsidy is only payable for six (6) consecutive months. 

(g)  $59. 

(h)  Data is not recorded for the total actual costs paid by patients for overnight accommodation. 

(i)  The maximum amount payable for any individual PATS trip towards transport costs is dependent upon 
the mode of travel and whether an escort is required. 

(j)  $368 per trip. 

(k)  Data is not recorded for the total actual costs paid by patients for transport per PATS trip. 
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